Since enactment of the 1988 National Constitution and the creation of the Unified National Health System (SUS), Brazil has witnessed numerous changes in the country's public policy field. The number of municipalities without dental care resources has decreased. School dental clinics have been transferred to the primary health care network, thereby creating the conditions for greater integration between dental care activities and other programs. Population groups previously excluded from their most basic rights have begun to access programs organized specifically according to life cycles, ethnic characteristics, and social context. Resources from the National Health Fund have regularly financed programs for topical fluoride application and supervised brushing in schools, inclusion of oral health teams in the Family Health Strategy, and public clinics with specialized dental services, among other initiatives. Despite the positive overall impact of the Brazilian health reform on oral health policies, we can expect to face several challenges in order to maintain oral health on the public policy agenda in the coming years.
